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Dota	Auto	Chess	may	be	a	worldwide	phenomenon	and	the	most	successful	third	party	Dota	custom	game	ever,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	playing	it	is	a	simple	process.	Like	most	things	associated	with	Dota	it	has	complexities	you	couldn’t	even	imagine,	but	this	guide	will	set	you	on	a	path	to	Auto	Chess	greatness.	To	even	load	into	a	match	you	have	to
know	your	way	around	the	Dota	client	and	then	once	you	start	playing	the	lack	of	tutorials	mean	it	can	be	even	harder	to	pick	up	than	the	basics	of	real	Dota.	And	then	once	you	start	to	get	the	hang	of	things	you’ll	learn	the	ever	changing	meta,	and	try	to	figure	out	all	of	the	hero	synergies.	It	really	can	be	very	confusing.	However,	Dota	Auto	Chess	is
a	very	rewarding	experience	once	you	get	the	hang	of	it.	Close	matches	that	come	down	to	tiny	decisions	feel	just	like	winning	a	close	game	of	Dota,	which	is	to	say	unbelievably	satisfying.	So	pay	attention	to	the	basics	here,	and	soon	you	will	be	enjoying	one	of	2019’s	best	gaming	surprises.	How	to	install	Dota	Auto	Chess	It	may	not	be	immediately
obvious	how	to	access	Dota	Auto	Chess,	after	all,	you	won’t	be	finding	it	in	the	Steam	top	sellers	list	any	time	soon,	but	once	you	know	where	to	look	it	is	pretty	easy	to	install	and	play.	All	you	have	to	do	after	booting	up	and	logging	into	Steam,	is	find	Dota	2	in	the	store	and	install	it.	Dota	is	completely	free	to	play,	and	runs	on	pretty	much	anything,
so	there	shouldn’t	be	any	issues	here.	Once	Dota	is	installed,	boot	up	the	game	and	once	you	reach	the	main	menu	there	may	be	a	square	featuring	Dota	Auto	Chess.	If	it	is	there,	give	it	a	click	and	it	will	take	you	straight	to	the	Auto	Chess	page.	If	it	isn’t	on	the	main	menu	you	are	going	to	have	to	click	on	the	‘Arcade’	tab	at	the	top	of	the	home	screen,
and	then	search	for	Dota	Auto	Chess	in	the	search	bar	that	appears	on	the	upper	right	corner	of	the	screen.	Starting	out:	the	best	Dota	2	heroes	for	beginners		Once	you	reach	the	Dota	Auto	Chess	workshop	page	you	should	see	a	big	install	button	in	the	lower	right	corner.	Hit	that	and	Auto	Chess	will	start	installing.	Once	it	has	installed	that	button
will	change	to	a	‘Play	Dota	Auto	Chess’	button	that	will,	unsurprisingly,	start	searching	for	a	server	to	join	and	you	will	soon	be	playing	your	first	game	of	Auto	Chess.	After	the	initial	installation	of	Auto	Chess,	you	can	simply	go	to	the	‘Library’	tab	in	the	‘Arcade’	section	of	Dota	to	find	the	Auto	Chess	page	and	start	playing,	instead	of	having	to	search
for	it	every	time.	How	to	play	Dota	Auto	Chess	Once	you	make	it	into	a	match	of	Auto	Chess	you	will	have	an	8×8	chess	board	in	front	of	you.	Word	to	the	wise	before	we	start:	a	good	knowledge	of	chess	won’t	serve	you	particularly	well	here.	You	start	with	one	gold	to	your	name	and	given	a	selection	of	five	randomly	picked	Dota	heroes,	or	‘Chesses’
as	they	are	known	in	Auto	Chess,	to	choose	from	as	your	first	piece.	Using	your	courier,	the	character	you	control,	you	must	select	the	hero	you	just	purchased	and	place	it	somewhere	on	your	side	of	the	chess	board.	Once	the	preparation	phase	timer	has	run	out	your	hero	will	automatically	battle	some	creeps.	Once	a	battle	has	started	you	are
powerless	until	it	is	over,	with	the	AI	taking	care	of	all	fighting.	As	each	round	goes	on	you	will	earn	more	gold,	which	can	be	used	to	buy	more	heroes,	eventually	creating	a	mini	army	of	Dota	heroes	on	your	side	of	the	board.	Soon	you	will	start	to	battle	other	players	and	the	heroes	they	have	purchased	and	placed	on	the	board.	To	beat	them	you	will
have	to	assemble	a	stronger	group	of	heroes	and	place	them	in	positions	that	work	strategically.	More	games	like	Dota	2:	the	best	MOBAs	you	can	play	Every	round	that	you	lose	will	result	in	your	courier	taking	damage,	and	once	your	HP	is	down	to	zero	you	are	out	of	the	game.	The	winner	is	the	last	person	standing,	so	the	more	battles	you	win	the
longer	you	will	stay	in	the	game.	You	can	see	the	health	stats	of	your	opponents	on	the	right-hand	side	of	the	screen.	Of	course	you	can	upgrade	the	heroes	you	have	on	the	board.	If	you	purchase	three	of	the	same	hero	you	can	combine	them	into	a	level	two	hero,	and	if	you	have	three	of	the	same	level	two	heroes	you	can	combine	them	into	a	level
three	hero.	Upgrading	your	heroes	is	the	key	to	staying	powerful,	but	sometimes	you	might	get	unlucky	with	what	the	hero	store	is	offering	you	each	round.	Dota	Auto	Chess	meta	Unlike	actual	Dota,	Auto	Chess	is	updated	multiple	times	a	week	with	balance	changes	and	tweaks.	This	means	that	the	meta	shifts	almost	daily	sometimes,	and	chances
are	by	the	time	you	are	reading	this	the	meta	will	have	already	shifted	slightly,	so	we	won’t	spend	too	much	time	going	into	specific	heroes.	However,	there	are	a	few	other	meta	strategies	to	take	note	of,	notably	the	best	hero	synergies	and	buffs	you	can	get.	Each	hero	has	both	a	species	and	class,	and	if	you	have	multiple	heroes	of	the	same	class	or
species	you	will	get	some	kind	of	bonus.	Each	species	and	class	has	different	requirements	to	unlock	their	respective	bonus,	but	this	is	where	the	real	strategy	of	Auto	Chess	comes	in,	getting	as	many	buffs	as	you	can	to	make	your	team	stronger.	Strategic	like	chess:	the	best	strategy	games	on	PC	Each	bonus	is	obviously	beneficial,	but	some	are
stronger	than	others.	The	Mage	buff	reduces	all	enemy’s	magic	resistance	by	40%	if	you	have	three	of	Mage	class	Chesses	on	the	field,	and	by	a	further	40%	if	you	have	six,	which	is	a	massive	advantage	for	you.	In	terms	of	Mage	species,	having	three	or	more	Elves	will	give	all	Elves	on	your	team	extra	evasion,	too,	which	can	turn	close	fights	in	your
favour.	Plus,	having	multiple	Undead	species	will	decrease	opponent’s	armour.	Then	there	is	the	Naga	buff,	which	is	very	useful	if	you	can	get	it	going	into	the	late	game.	Two	Naga	characters	will	give	all	allies	an	extra	30%	magic	resistance	and	four	will	add	another	30%	on	top	of	that,	rendering	your	enemy’s	Mage	Class	units	useless.	If	that	all
sounds	a	little	confusing	sticking	to	Goblins,	Mechs	and	Warriors	will	give	you	some	nice	bonuses	that	will	synergise	well,	and	should	help	you	pick	up	the	basics	of	how	this	system	works.	Practice	makes	perfect	in	Dota	Auto	Chess,	and	you	can	expect	to	lose	a	lot	of	games	en	route	to	becoming	a	champion.	Dota	Auto	Chess	tips	and	tricks	Placement
is	key	Think	about	your	hero	placement	very	carefully.	As	a	basic	rule	of	thumb,	you	are	going	to	want	to	put	your	tanks	in	the	front	lines	with	damage	dealers	and	healers	in	the	back,	as	this	means	your	beefier	heroes	will	be	the	first	to	be	attacked.	However,	you	are	also	going	to	want	to	think	about	your	opponent’s	positioning.	If	you	know	a	lot	of
your	opponents	are	using	heroes	with	AoE	spells	consider	spreading	out	your	pieces	more,	but	if	you	know	they	are	all	single	target	damage	dealers	get	those	tanks	all	up	in	their	face.	You	get	interest	on	your	gold	Spending	all	your	gold	every	round	is	a	straight	up	bad	idea.	For	every	10	gold	you	have	at	the	end	of	every	turn	you	will	gain	one	gold	in
interest.	This	is	only	good	for	five	gold	per	turn,	so	having	more	than	50	is	pretty	useless,	but	free	money	is	free	money,	so	it’s	always	worth	saving	up	some	gold	as	soon	as	you	are	in	a	comfortable	tactical	position.	Always	spy	on	opponents’	strategies	Drag	the	camera	away	from	your	chess	board	and	you	can	see	the	lineup	and	benches	of	your
opponents.	Do	this	whenever	you	can	to	keep	up	to	date	with	what	everyone	else	is	up	to,	and	what	heroes	and	strategies	they	may	be	prioritising,	so	you	can	react	with	powerful	counters.	buy	Riki	Riki	has	an	ability	where	he	will	make	all	of	the	heroes	on	your	bench	invisible	if	he	too	is	on	the	bench.	If	you	have	spare	gold	and	space	on	your	bench
this	a	great	way	to	spend	some	money,	as	it	will	take	opponents	a	second	or	two	extra	to	figure	out	what	heroes	and	strats	you	can	use,	and	every	second	counts	in	Dota	Auto	Chess.	And	that’s	your	lot.	If	you	ever	get	bored	of	this	auto	chess	stuff	then	you’ll	be	delighted	to	learn	there’s	a	board	game	version	of	it	called	‘chess’,	and	our	sister	site
Wargamer	has	a	guide	on	how	to	play	chess	for	beginners.	Valve’s	latest	game	Dota	Underlords	is	available	now	in	early	access	on	PC,	Mac,	and	mobile.	While	“Dota”	probably	sounds	familiar,	Underlords	isn’t	a	MOBA.	It’s	Valve’s	spin	on	Auto	Chess,	a	genre	that	came	to	life	earlier	this	year	as	a	Dota	2	mod	(funny,	huh?).	Now	Valve	has	released	its
own	version	of	Auto	Chess.	It’s	free-to-play,	so	you	get	your	feet	wet	rather	than	diving	in	head	first.	Seeing	as	many	gamers	probably	haven’t	even	heard	of	Auto	Chess,	we	decided	to	put	together	this	guide	covering	the	basics	of	the	genre	and	Dota	Underlords.	What’s	Auto	Chess?	Auto	Chess	is	to	strategy	games	what	auto-runners	are	to
platformers.	You	do	approximately	half	the	work,	while	the	game	handles	the	rest.	Each	player	places	units	on	the	board	at	the	start	of	a	round	and	then	you	sit	back	and	watch	them	fight.	That’s	the	gist	of	it.	But	of	course,	it’s	deeper	than	that	once	you	dive	in.	How	to	play	Dota	Underlords	Dota	Underlords	matches	can	be	played	online	against	other
players	or	against	AI	bots.	The	latter	is	there	to	get	your	bearings.	Each	match	pits	you	against	seven	other	players.	Thankfully,	you	don’t	need	to	simultaneously	fight	every	opponent;	that	would	be	pure	chaos.	Instead,	you	go	up	against	one	opponent	at	a	time	in	a	duel	that	takes	place	on	a	grid-like	board.	Each	round	starts	at	the	shop,	where	you
get	to	buy	one	of	five	hero	units	using	gold.	There	are	dozens	upon	dozens	of	heroes,	so	the	pool	you	choose	from	is	randomized	and	changes	each	round.	After	buying	a	unit,	it	goes	to	your	bench.	From	there,	you	can	place	it	in	a	spot	on	your	side	of	the	board.	Once	the	set	up	phase	is	complete,	the	fighting	commences,	all	of	which	happens
automatically.	The	first	three	rounds	are	all	about	loot	and	leveling	against	AI	bots.	If	you	win	a	loot	round,	you’ll	get	to	pick	between	three	items,	earn	gold,	and	experience.	If	you	lose,	you’ll	still	get	an	item,	but	it	will	be	chosen	for	you.	One	item	can	be	equipped	to	a	hero.	After	the	loot	rounds	are	complete,	you’ll	start	cycling	through	battles	against
real	players.	Winning	rounds	is	preferred,	but	a	loss	doesn’t	mean	you’re	out.	Your	overall	HP	is	on	the	left	side	of	the	screen.	Each	player	starts	at	100.	If	all	of	your	units	die,	your	opponent	will	do	damage	to	your	overall	health.	Once	that	reaches	zero,	it’s	game	over.	PvP	rounds	are	occasionally	separated	by	another	loot	round.	Once	again,	this	is
your	chance	to	get	new	items.	Leveling	up	and	buying	units	You	can	spend	gold	on	additional	units	in	the	shop	between	each	round.	Heroes	come	at	different	prices,	though	(shown	in	the	upper	right-hand	corner).	If	you	are	just	short	on	gold,	you	can	lock	the	randomized	lineup	in	the	shop	for	one	turn.	That	way	you	can	buy	the	hero	you	want	next
round.	Once	purchased,	heroes	automatically	go	to	your	bench.	At	first,	you	can	only	place	one	unit	on	the	board.	As	you	level	up,	you	can	move	more	units	from	your	bench	to	the	playing	field.	Level	two	equals	two	units,	level	three	equals	three,	etc.	The	max	level	you	can	reach	in	a	match	is	ten.	You’ll	level	up	naturally	as	you	play,	with	victories
leading	to	more	experience	points.	But	you	can	also	spend	gold	on	experience	points	in	the	shop	to	level	up.	You	can	hold	up	to	eight	units	on	your	bench.	To	make	room	for	new	ones,	you	can	sell	units	back	to	the	shop	for	three	gold.	Alliance	bonuses	You	can	check	a	hero’s	stats	by	clicking	on	them	either	on	the	board	or	bench.	These	figures	will	give
you	a	general	idea	of	their	damage,	DPS,	and	defense.	But	you	also	want	to	pay	attention	to	the	two	square	icons	below	a	hero’s	overall	rating.	These	are	potential	Alliance	bonuses.	Pair	multiple	heroes	with	the	same	Alliance	icons	and	you’ll	get	stat	bonuses	that	can	significantly	increase	your	chances	on	the	battlefield.	Upgrading	heroes	While
diversifying	your	roster	for	Alliance	bonuses	is	recommended,	you	should	also	work	towards	upgrading	heroes.	Purchasing	three	of	the	same	unit	lets	you	create	a	two-star	hero	by	combining	all	three	one-star	units	together.	Two-star	heroes	are	much	more	adept	in	battle	than	their	one-star	counterparts.	It’s	possible	to	upgrade	further	to	a	three-star
unit	if	you	have	three	of	the	same	two-star	heroes.	That	means	to	create	one	three-star	hero,	you	need	nine	copies	of	the	same	hero.	This	process	can	take	a	while,	but	it’s	worth	working	towards.	Earning	gold	Gold	lets	you	buy	new	heroes,	experience,	and	reload	the	shop	wares	if	you	don’t	see	what	you	like	on	the	first	go.	You’ll	accumulate	gold
naturally,	but	here	are	two	things	to	keep	in	mind	when	it	comes	to	gold.	You	can	earn	interest	on	the	gold	you	save.	As	each	turn	passes,	you’ll	be	awarded	one	gold	for	every	ten	gold	you’ve	hoarded.	This	maxes	out	at	50,	but	you	can	still	get	an	extra	five	gold	every	turn	if	you	have	50	or	more	gold.	Essentially,	it’s	beneficial	to	keep	your	gold	around
50	as	the	match	progresses.	Streaks,	both	winning	and	losing,	earn	you	more	gold	than	normal.	While	it’s	certainly	preferred	to	go	on	a	winning	streak,	if	you	have	a	string	of	losses,	you	can	turn	the	tides	in	your	favor	with	the	right	purchases	—	now	made	easier	because	of	your	extra	gold.	Full	cross-play	support	Dota	Underlords	is	available	to
download	on	PC,	Mac,	iOS,	and	Android.	It	features	full	cross-play	across	all	platforms,	so	you	can	enjoy	Auto	Chess	on	all	of	your	devices	and	play	against	the	whole	user	base.	As	Underlords	is	in	early	access,	it’s	not	exactly	feature	rich.	You	can	currently	play	online	matches	via	matchmaking,	battle	your	friends,	or	play	solo	against	bots.	Valve	has
outlined	future	steps	for	Underlords	as	it	gears	up	for	a	full	release.	It	will	remain	free-to-play	after	exiting	early	access.	If	you	like	the	loop,	Valve	will	eventually	add	ranked	matchmaking,	more	Underlord	options,	a	battle	pass,	seasons,	tournaments,	and	daily	challenges.	Naturally,	features	like	the	battle	pass	and	cosmetics	will	cost	money	(hopefully
no	loot	boxes.)	Editors'	Recommendations
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